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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Acknowledgement is made of the receipt of Preliminary Amendment filed 03 April 2006. 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The references cited on PTO 1449 have been considered, 
CLAIM REJECTIONS 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C, 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 

use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 7-15 are rejected under 35 USC 102 (a) as being anticipated by Miyazawa et al. (JP Pat. 
2003311994). 

Miyazawa et al.disclose, in Figures 1-12 an Inkjet printer comprising: 
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-an ink container (1) provided with a container body in which ink is stored and an ink 
discharge port (2) through which ink in the containerbody is discharged (Figure 2); 

- an ink container loading portion (21, 25) provided with an ink container engagement portion 
(12) in which the ink container (1) is loaded and with which the ink discharge port (2) of the ink 
container is engaged (Figure 1); 

- the ink container engaging direction of the ink discharge port (2) of the ink container (1) with 
the ink container engagement portion (12) is directed obliquely downward with respect to the 
horizontal (Figure 1); 

- the ink discharge port (2) is provided in an end face of the ink container (1) in the ink container 
loading direction (Figures 1 and 8); 

- the ink discharge port (2) is formed in an end face of the container body (1) so that the central 
axis of the ink discharge port (2) is directed obliquely downward with respect to the direction in 
which the upper side surface of the container body (1) extends (Figure 1); 

- the direction of normal of the end face in which the ink discharge port (2) is formed is parallel 
to the direction of the central axis of the ink discharge port (Figure 1); 

- a vent hole (3) for taking the atmosphere in the container body (1) is formed in an upper 
part of the end face in which the ink discharge port (2) is formed, and the direction of the 
central axis of the vent hole (3) is directed obliquely downward with respect to the direction in 
which the upper side surface of the container body (1) extends (Figure 1); and 

- the direction of central axis of the ink discharge port (2) is parallel to the direction 
of the central axis of the vent hole (3) (Figures 1-2). 
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Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 USC 102 (b) as being anticipated by Sasaki et al. (US Pat. 
5,815,183). 

Sasaki et aldisclose in Figures 1 and 3-4 an ink jet printer comprising: 

- an ink container (8) provided with a container body (40) in which ink is stored and an ink 
discharge port (41) through which ink in the containerbody is discharged (Figures 3-4); 

- an ink container loading portion (30) provided with an ink container engagement portion (3 5 A) 
in which the ink container (8) is loaded and with which the ink discharge port (41) of the ink 
container is engaged (Figure 3); and 

- the ink container engaging direction of the ink discharge port (41) of the ink container (8) with 
the ink container engagement portion (3 5 A) is directed obliquely 

downward with respect to the horizontal (Figure 3). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
arts are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 7 15 are rejected under 35 USC 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Steinmetz et al. (US 
Pat. 6,959,985) in view of Miyazawa et al (JP Pat, 200331 1994). 

Steinmetz et al. disclose in Figures 14-16 an printing fluid container for an ink jet printer 
comprising: 

- an ink container (120) provided with a container body in which ink is stored and an ink 
discharge port (158) through which ink in the container body is discharged (Figure 14); 

- an ink container loading portion (176) provided with an ink container engagement portion (202) 
in which the ink container (120) is loaded and with which the ink discharge port (1 58) of the ink 
container is engaged (Figure 15); 

- the ink discharge port (158) is provided in an end face of the ink container (120) in the ink 
container loading direction (Figures 14-15); 

- the direction of normal of the end face in which the ink discharge port (158) is formed is 
parallel to the direction of the central axis of the ink discharge port (Figure 14); and 

- a vent hole (156) for taking the atmosphere in the container body (120) is formed in an 
upper part of the end face in which the ink discharge port (1 58) is formed the direction of central 
axis of the ink discharge port (1 56) is parallel to the direction of the central axis of the vent hole 
(158) (Figures 14). 

However, Steinmetz et al. do not disclose the ink container engaging direction of the ink 
discharge port of the ink container with the ink container engagement portion is directed 
obliquely downward with respect to the horizontal; the ink discharge port is formed in an end 
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face of the container body so that the central axis of the ink discharge port is directed obHquely 
downward with respect to the direction in which the upper side surface of the container body 
extends ; and the direction of the central axis of the vent hole is directed obliquely downward 
with respect to the direction in which the upper side surface of the container body extends. 

Miyazawa et al. disclose in Figures 1-12 an ink jet printer comprising: 

- the ink container engaging direction of the ink discharge port (2) of the ink container (1) with 
the ink container engagement portion (12) is directed obliquely downward with respect to the 
horizontal (Figure 1); 

- the ink discharge port (158) is formed in an end face of the container body (120) so that the 
central axis of the ink discharge port (158) is directed obliquely downward with respect to the 
direction in which the upper side surface of the container body (1) extends (Figure 1); and 

- the direction of the central axis of the vent hole (3) is directed obliquely downward with 
respect to the direction in which the upper side surface of the container body (1) extends (Figure 
1). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of Miyazawa et al in the Seinmetz et al. an 
ink jet printer for the purpose of transferring fluid from an ink container to an ink jet print head. 

CONCLUSION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Anh Vo whose telephone number is (571) 272-2262. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9:00 A.M.to 5:00 P.M.. 
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The fax number of this Group 2861 is (571) 273-8300. 




ANHmvo 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 



March 3, 2007 



